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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Public  Health  Department, 

7,  St.  Mary’s  Grove, 

Stafford. 

August,  1946. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Stafford  Rural  District  Council . 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
for  the  Year  1945. 

The  report  has  been  compiled  in  compliance  with  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  statistics  in  the  body  of  the  report  show  that  the  Stafford 
Rural  Area  had  a  Birth-Rate  of  18.2  per  1,000  and  a  Death-Rate 
of  10.9  compared  with  respective  figures  of  16.1  and  1 1 .4  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Area  in 
1945  also  compares  most  favourably  with  the  rest  of  the  country. 

During  the  year  the  Housing  question  has  been  much  to  the 
fore,  but,  despite  progress  as  regards  selection  of  sites  etc.,  little 
or  no  actual  building  had  been  done  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
housing  needs  of  the  district  are  dealt  with  in  .the  body  of  the 
report,  and  the  numerous  delays,  shortages  of  materials  etc.,  which 
have  been  encountered  in  the  house-building  programme  need  no 
repetition  here,  but  the  story  is  certainly  a  sad  one  when  the  housing 
needs  of  the  area  are  considered.  As  this  report  goes  to  the  printers, 
however,  the  prospect  is  a  little  more  cheerful,  building  of  a  limited 
number  of  houses  having  commenced  (i.e.,  Forton,  Moreton, 
Ellenhall,  Adbaston).  The  Council  has  also  recently  asked  for  the 
delivery  of  56  Airey  Pre-Cast  Houses  to  ease  the  housing  shortage. 

The  Western  Area  Water  Scheme  has  also  been  started,  and, 
in  the  not  distant  future,  an  adequate  and  wholesome  water-supply 
will  be  provided  for  many  of  the  residents  in  the  rural  area. 

The  problems  of  the  Council  are  not  far  to  seek,  the  difficulties 
of  meeting  the  demands  for  housing,  water  and  sewerage  in  26 
Parishes  constituting  a  task  of  no  mean  magnitude. 

I  have  to  thank  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Department  Clerk  for  much  help  in  the 
preparation  of  this  report,  and  to  record  once  again  my  appreciation 
of  the  help  and  courtesy  extended  to  me  by  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  Members  of  the  Council  during  1945. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
ALEXANDER  THOMSON. 
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Public  Health  Committee,  1945. 

Chairman  : 

Councillor  A.  J.  Bourne. 

Vice-Chairman  : 

Councillor  H.  C.  Plant. 

Members  : 

Coun.  J.  Gough 

(Chairman  of  the  Council) 

,,  A.  Billington 
,,  J.  C.  Holme 
„  A.  J.  James 
„  P.  Kemp 
,,  R.  Knobbs 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

A.  Thomson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Edin.) 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  : 

G.  M.  Lawton,  A.M.I.S.E.,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. — Certified  Food 

Inspector. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

D.  K.  Pedley,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Clerk  : 

Miss  M.  Hughes. 


Coun.  W.  Martin 

J.  R.  Poulson 
,,  S.  Robinson 
,,  C.  W.  Stubbs 
,,  W.  Turner 
„  W.  Wint 
Rev.  C.  G.  Wright 
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General  Statistics,  Social  Conditions,  and  Health  Services  in  the 

Area. 


Area  (in  acres)  .  . 

•  • 

80,249 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

•  • 

3,975 

Rateable  Value 

£71,202 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

£298 

17s.  5d. 

Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General) 

•  • 

14,690 

Estimated  No.  of  Agricultural  Workers 

1,149 

Estimated  No.  of  Workers  in  other  Occupations 

5,101 

Estimated  No.  of  employed  Persons  . . 

6,250 

There  were  no  alterations  in  the  Boundaries  of  the  Rural  Area 
in  1945.  In  August,  1944,  the  Minister  of  Healthstated  that  various 
proposals  relating  to  the  reform  of  Local  Government  in  England 
and  Wales  had  been  put  forward  by  local  authorities’  associations 
and  received  from  other  sources.  All  these  suggestions  had  been 
carefully  considered.  In  January  1945,  a  White  Paper  was  issued 
dealing  with  the  future  of  Local  Government  during  the  period  of 
reconstruction.  It  appeared  that  the  Government  was  satisfied  that 
there  was  need  for  improving  the  machinery  contained  in  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1933,  relating  to  adjustments  of  status,  boundaries 
and  areas.  “  The  Government  are  satisfied  that,  so  far  from  there 
being  any  ground  for  fear  that  the  work  of  democratic  local  govern¬ 
ment  may  diminish,  the  real  problem  for  local  administrators  is 
how  to  strengthen  its  framework  to  bear  greater  responsibilities 
and  fulfil  new  tasks.” 

Following  this  White  Paper  the  Local  Government  (Boundary 
Commission)  Bill  was  introduced  on  10th  April,  1945.  This  is,  of 
course,  of  great  interest  to  local  authorities.  The  Bill’s  main  object 
is  to  establish  a  procedure  under  which  all  proposals  for  adjustments 
of  status  and  boundaries  will  be  examined  by  a  single  body.  This 
purpose  is  achieved  by  the  setting  up  of  a  Local  Government 
Boundary  Commission  whose  powers  embrace  those  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  and  County  Councils  (relating  to  County  Reviews)  under 
the  Local  Government  Act,  1933.  The  Commission  may  also  consider 
the  creation  and  extension  of  County  Boroughs,  the  reduction  of  the 
status  of  small  County  Boroughs  and  small  Administrative  Counties. 
The  Commission  consists  of  not  more  than  five  members.  Its 
functions  are  executive  and  not  advisory  ;  it  will  submit  an  Annual 
Report  which  will  be  presented  to  Parliament  by  the  Minister.  The 
Commission  will  have  a  general  duty  to  review  each  geographical 
county,  the  order  in  which  the  reviews  are  to  be  undertaken  being 
subject  to  directions  by  the  Minister.  They  will  be  required  to  con¬ 
sider  any  alterations  suggested  by  the  Minister  or  by  a  County 
Council,  by  a  County  Borough  Council,  and  also  by  the  council  of 
a  Non-County  Borough  with  a  prima  facie  qualification  for  County 
Borough  status.  No  alterations  in  status  or  boundary  will  be  effected 
without  a  local  inquiry  except  when  alterations  are  agreed  to  by 
all  local  authorities  concerned. 
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Industries. 


Many  residents  of  the  area  are  normally  mainly  engaged  in 
Agriculture,  Dairy-Farming  and  allied  occupations,  but  a  sub¬ 
stantial  number  who  live  in  the  Rural  District  are  employed  in 
Stafford  where  the  chief  peace-time  industries  are  Engineering  and 
Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturing.  The  numerical  comparison  between 
Agricultural  Workers  and  workers  in  other  spheres  of  Industry 
given  above  is  of  great  interest.  Allowances  must,  of  course,  be 
made  for  the  abnormal  war-time  circumstances  attending  employ¬ 
ment,  e.g.  employment  of  more  married  women,  direction  to  other 
employment,  etc.  With  future  extensions  in  'Bus  Services,  etc., 
Rural  Areas  will  no  doubt  attract  as  residents  many  people  normally 
resident  and  working  in  neighbouring  towns.  When  times  are  more 
favourable  I  consider  there  will  be  building  on  quite  an  extensive 
scale  by  Private  Enterprise  to  cater  for  such  transfers. 

Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1945. 


In  1945  the  Live  Birth-Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Civilian  Popu¬ 
lation  was  18.2 

Stafford  R.D. 

Live  Birth-Rate  per  1,000 
Civilian  Population. 

Year. 

1945  18.2 

1944  19.6 

1943  21.1 

1942  19.3 

1941  17.9 

1940  16.8 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Civilian  Population  was  0.41 
in  1945,  compared  with  rates  of  0.40,  0.55,  0.61  and  0.80  in  1944, 
1943,  1942  and  1941  respectively. 

During  1945  the  rate  of  Illegitimate  to  Legitimate  births  was 
1  to  15,  compared  with  1  to  14,  1  to  16,  and  1  to  36  in  1944,  1943, 
and  1942  respectively. 

There  were  268  Live  Births  in  the  Rural  Area  in  1945,  129  boys 
and  139  girls. 


In  the  following  table  comparative  figures  for  Live  and  Still 
Births  are  shown  for  England  and  Wales  : — 

Live  Birth-Rate  per  1,000 
Civilian  Population. 

Year.  Stafford  R.D.  England  &  Wales 


1945 

1944 

1943 


18.2 

16.1 

19.6 

17.6 

21.1 

16.5 
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Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
Civilian  Population. 
Stafford  R.D.  England  &  Wales 


1945 

0.41 

0.46 

1944 

.»  •• 

•»  • 

0.40 

0.50 

1943 

• 

0.55 

0.51 

Deaths. 

In  1945  the  Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Civilian  Population 
was  10.9,  compared  with  a  Rate  of  11.4  for  England  and  Wales. 

Death-Rate  per  1,000 
Civilian  Population. 

Year.  Stafford  R.D.  England  &  Wales 

1945  10.9  11.4 

1944  9.8  11.6 

1943  12.9  12.1 

In  the  Stafford  Rural  District  the  Total  Deaths  numbered  160, 
79  males,  and  81  females. 

In  1945  the  Excess  of  Live  Births  over  Total  Deaths  was  108, 
compared  with  146  in  1944. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  totalled  6,  giving  a 
Death-Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  of  22.4,  compared  with  a  Rate 
of  46  for  England  and  Wales. 


® 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 
Death-Rate  of  Children  under 

Year. 

1  year  of  age  per  1 ,00  Live  Births 
Stafford  R.D.  England  &  Wales 

1945 

22.4  46 

1944 

.  44  46 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2  years  of  age. 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 
Stafford  R.D.  England  &  Wales 

1945  .  .  —  5.6 
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Deaths  from  Selected  Causes,  1945 


Cause  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

— • 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— ■ 

— 

■ — • 

Diphtheria 

- — 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

3 

5 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

1 

1 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis  and  Polio-En¬ 
cephalitis 

— 

— 

— - 

Cancer  (all  Sites) 

17 

8 

25 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

9 

15 

24 

Heart  Disease 

18 

29 

47 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

2 

5 

Bronchitis 

2 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . 

2 

1 

3 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Other  Digestive  Disorders  .  . 

1 

2 

3 

Nephritis 

— 

4 

4 

Maternal  Causes 

— 

1 

1 

Prematurity,  Birth  Injuries,  etc. 

3 

2 

5 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

— . 

2 

All  other  causes 

18 

11 

29 

There  were  160  civilian  deaths  in  1945 — 79  males  and  81 
females. 


Laboratory  Facilities,  Ambulance  Facilities,  Nursing  in  the  Home,. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Voluntary  Hospitals. 

The  General  Practitioners  in  the  area  during  the  year  made 
full  use  of  the  facilities  available  at  the  County  Bacteriology 
Department  for  Throat  Swab  examinations,  Sputum  Tests,  Blood 
Tests,  etc. 

Samples  of  Water  from  wells,  etc.,  in  the  Rural  Area  were 
examined  at  the  County  Bacteriology  and  Chemical  Laboratories, 
with  results  tabulated  elsewhere  in  the  report. 

The  Stafford  R.D.C.  has  agreements  with  the  Stafford  Borough 
and  Rugeley  Urban  District  Councils  for  use  of  their  ambulances, 
for  general  hospital  work,  and  the  services  provided  prove  adequate- 
and  efficient  for  the  needs  of  the  Rural  Area. 
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The  County  Council  is  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Authority  for  the  area.  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  carried  on  at 
Walton,  Gnosall  and  Great  Haywood,  and  Health  Visitors  do  much 
good  work  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  young  children  throughout 
the  district. 

The  Women’s  Voluntary  Services  throughout  the  Country  have 
recently  commenced  a  Hospital  Car  Service,  to  replace  the  dis¬ 
banded  V.C.P.  Scheme.  Sitting  Cases  by  such  arrangements  are 
removed  to  and  from  Hospital  without  the  expense  of  hiring 
ambulances  or  private  cars  for  such  work. 

During  the  year  many  Local  Authorities  have  been  discussing 
the  question  of  the  provision  of  more  Maternity  Home  Accom¬ 
modation  in  the  County.  As  far  as  the  Stafford  Rural  District  is 
concerned,  the  County  Council  is  the  Authority  for  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  and,  as  such,  is  fully  informed  as  to  which  areas  do 
or  do  not  require  further  provision  for  Maternity  Home  Accom¬ 
modation. 

The  problem  is  in  many  cases  an  artificial  one,  as  many  women, 
because  of  the  impossibility  of  getting  home  help,  enter  .Nursing 
Homes,  etc.,  to  have  their  babies.  Other  married  women  living 
in  lodgings,  because  of  lack  of  houses,  husbands  working  tem¬ 
porarily  in  the  area,  etc.,  have  to  make  arrangements  in  most  cases 
for  a  child  to  be  born  elsewhere  than  in  the  lodgings.  In  other  cases 
insanitary  and  poor  housing  conditions  render  many  houses  un¬ 
suitable  for  the  circumstances  attendant  upon  childbirth.  Given 
good  housing  conditions  and  adequate  home  help,  most  women 
would  prefer — and  many  Authorities  think  wisely  prefer — that 
confinement  should  take  place  in  their  own  homes,  provided 
normal  obstetrical  conditions  prevail. 

Again,  with  the  proposals  for  a  National  Health  Service  looming 
ahead,  many  Local  Authorities  are  chary  of  undertaking  fresh 
commitments  as  far  as  Health  Services  are  concerned  meantime. 
In  any  National  Health  Service  adequate  provision  would,  doubtless, 
be  made  for  Maternity  Home  Accommodation  to  suit  the  needs  of 
•different  areas. 


Mid- Staffordshire  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

The  Mid-Staffordshire  'Joint  Hospital  Board,  of  which  the 
Stafford  Rural  District  Council  is  a  Constituent  Authority,  publishes 
an  Annual  Report  covering  the  period  of  1st  April  in  one  year  to 
the  31st  March  in  the  following  year.  The  report  to  31st  March, 
1945,  contains  much  of  interest  to  the  Council,  and,  following  the 
practice  of  former  years,  items  of  interest  are  given  here.  The 
various  tables  allow  of  instructive  comparisons  between  the  Con¬ 
stituent  Authorities  re  populations,  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
and  so  on. 
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Average  cost  per  patient  :— £28.91. 

*  Plus  71  patients  received  from  outside  Authorities. 


During  the  year  the  Board  precepted  for  a  rate  of  3|d.  in  the 
pound,  and  the  Board  continued  its  policy  of  meeting  expenditure 
from  revenue,  being,  as  a  result,  “  loan  free.”  The  problem  of 
obtaining  adequate  Nursing  and  Domestic  Staff  continued  during 
the  year. 

Ambulances  of  the  Board  made  531  journeys  during  the  year, 
totalling  6,960  miles.  Average  mileage  of  each  journey  was  13.1 
miles,  approximate  average  cost  per  journey  being  15s.  7d. 

Members  of  the  Voluntary  Car  Pool  organised  by  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service  conveyed  a  large  number  of  patients  from 
hospital  to  their  homes. 

During  the  year  the  representatives  of  the  Stafford  R.D.C.  on 
the  Board  were  Councillor  Miss  V.  H.  Hargreaves,  J.P.,  C.C.  and 
Councillor  D.  H.  T.  Smith. 


Table  showing  Total  Cases  Admitted  from  each  Constituent 
District  during  the  Year  Ended  31st  March,  1945. 


Authority. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

*  Other 
Diseases. 

Totals. 

Aldridge  U.D. 

9 

24 

8 

41 

Brownhills  U.D.  .  . 

10 

23 

7 

40 

Cannock  U.D. 

41 

30 

16 

87 

Cannock  R.D. 

32 

33 

7 

72 

Lichfield  City .  . 

'  1 

5 

5 

11 

Lichfield  R.D. 

11 

17 

14 

42 

Rugeley  U.D . 

2 

16 

8 

26 

Stafford  Borough 

10 

73 

9 

92 

Stafford  R.D. .  . 

6 

33 

5 

44* 

Tutbury  R.D. 

— 

11 

2 

13 

Uttoxeter  U.D. 

13 

6 

1 

20 

Uttoxeter  R.D. 

Other  Sources  (in¬ 
cluding  H.M. 

14 

1 

15 

Forces,  etc.) 

10 

8 

53 

71 

Totals 

145 

293 

136 

574 

Deaths . 

5 

— 

11 

16 

(3.4%) 

— 

(8%) 

(2.7%) 

Total  patient  days 

4,086 

7,801 

1,911 

13,798 

Average  Stay  (days) 

28.1 

26.6 

14.0 

24.0 

Total  Beds 

56 

58 

17 

131  or  1 
per  1,816 
of  popu¬ 
lation. 

*  Other  diseases  include  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  Tuberculous 
Meningitis,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles,  German  Measles,  Mumps, 
Pneumonia,  Dysentery,  Erysipelas,  Herpes,  Scabies,  Chicken  Pox, 
Tonsillitis,  Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid  Fevers. 
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Cases  admitted  to  Hospitals  of  the  Board  from  Stafford 
Rural  District,  year  ended  31st  March,  1945. 


Name  of  Hospital. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Other 

Diseases. 

Totals. 

Tithe  Barn  Hospital, 
Stafford 

30 

6 

3 

39 

Cheslyn  Hay  Hospi¬ 
tal  . 

Wissage  Hospital, 
Lichfield 

3 

2 

5 

‘‘Outside”  Hospitals 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

33 

6 

5 

44 

.No  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  to  "  outside  ”  hospitals 
from  Stafford  R.D.  Cases  are  only  sent  to  such  hospitals  when 
Board’s  hospitals  are  full,  the  expenses  being  borne  by  the  Board. 


Table  shewing  Cases,  etc.,  Admitted  to  Hospitals  of  Board. 


Patients  : — 

1942-43 

1943-44 

1944-45 

Diphtheria 

447 

265 

145 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

559 

559 

293 

Other  Diseases 

81 

102 

136 

Totals 

1,087 

926 

574. 

Deaths 

27 

13 

16 

Patient  Days 

30,382 

24,367 

13,798 

Average  Stay  (days) 

25.2 

26.3 

24 

Sent  to  Outside  Hospitals 

30 

8 

5 

Received  from  Outside  Authori- 

ties 

62 

45 

71 

Ambulances  : — 

Number  of  Journeys 

1,059 

590 

531 

Cost  .  .  . .  *. . 

£621 

£480 

£415 

Average  cost  per  mile 

lOd. 

Is.  Od. 

Is.  2.3d. 

Costs  : — 

Patient  Day  .  . 

2s.  6d. 

2s.  lid. 

3s.  8d. 

Precept  Charges 

£11,432 

£16,285 

£16,536 

Maintenance  Charges 

£3,595 

£3,416 

£2,287 

Totals 

£15,027 

£19,701 

£18,823 

County  Grant 

£3,809 

£4,569 

£4,252 

Average  cost  per  patient 

£10.9 

£17.18 

£28.91 
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Names  of  Parishes  in  Stafford  Rural  District  shewing 
Number  of  Houses  (including  Farm  houses),  approximate 
Population  Figures,  and  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases 

in  each  Parish  in  1945. 


Name 

of 

Parish. 

Number 

of 

Houses. 

Approx. 
Popula¬ 
tion 
*  (1939) 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Pneumonia 

Adbaston  .  . 

160 

603 

_ 

28 

2 

Baswich 

331 

1,044 

— 

_ 

24 

1 

_ 

Bradley 

82 

295 

- - - 

— 

8 

. - 

— 

Brocton 

208 

622 

1 

_ 

11 

2 

_ 

Castle  Church  .  . 

181 

573 

1 

_ 

7 

2 

_ 

Church  Eaton  .  . 

176 

487 

8 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

Colwich 

429 

1,561 

_ 

2 

38 

1 

1 

Creswell 

81 

350 

_ 

_ 

4 

3 

_ _ _ 

Ellenhall  .  . 

48 

165 

_ 

_ 

7 

1 

_ 

Eorton 

124 

450 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

Fradswell  .  . 

42 

148 

— - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Gayton 

47 

184 

— 

— 

— 

• - 

— 

Gnosall 

569 

1,905 

11 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Haughton 

147 

485 

1 

— 

6 

— 

— 

High  Offley 

180 

616 

1 

— 

3 

4 

— 

Hopton  &  Coton 

83 

320 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Ingestre 

36 

125 

— 

— 

4 

— 

/ 

Marston 

47 

192 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Norbury  .  . 

81 

269 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ranton  .  .  .  . 

66 

264 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■  - 

Salt  &  Enson  .  . 

97 

411 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Seighford 

290 

880 

— 

— 

7 

10 

— 

Stowe 

261 

857 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Tixall 

49 

190 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

Weston 

108 

386 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whitgreave 

52 

201 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Totals  .  . 

3,975 

13,583 

27 

2 

164 

35 

2 

*  The  Registrar-General  estimated  the  population  of  the 
Stafford  Rural  District  at  14,690  (1945). 
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Age-Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1945. 
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The  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  1945  compared  with 


the  three  previous  years  is  shown  below  in  Tabular  Form  : — 


Disease. 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

/ 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

46 

59 

18 

Whooping  Cough 

35 

25 

78 

22 

Diphtheria 

2 

6 

4 

5 

Erysipelas 

•  4 

2 

2 

9 

Measles  (excluding  Rubella)  .  . 

164 

75 

110 

10 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

2 

5 

6 

12 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

5 

1 

4 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  .  . 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Dysentery 

1 

7 

2 

— 

13 


Vital  Statistics,  1945. 

Stafford  Rural  District  and  England  and  Wales. 
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A  dash  (  —  )  signifies  there  were  no  cases. 


Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria. 

During  1945  the  R.D.  Council  was  the  authority  responsible 
for  the  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  of  children  aged  under 
15  years  in  the  Area.  Facilities  for  such  immunisation  were  made 
available  in  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Department,  in  Welfare 
Centres,  Schools,  etc.  Full  use  was  again  made  of  publicity  material 
in  the  way  of  posters,  leaflets,  etc.,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  and  other  sources. 

The  material  used  for  injection  in  connection  with  immunisation 
was  provided  free  of  cost  to  the  Council  by  the  Government. 

186  children  under  5  years  and  36  children  between  5  and  15 
years  completed  the  course  of  immunisation  during  1945.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  it  was  conservatively  estimated  that  80  per  cent,  of 
children  under  5  years  and  84  per  cent,  of  children  between  5  and 
15  years  resident  in  the  Stafford  R.D.  had  been  immunised. 

There  were  2  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  area  in  1945,  one  boy 
aged  1 1  immunised  a  few  years  previously  by  his  private  doctor, 
the  other  a  young  woman  (21  years)  who  had  not  previously  been 
immunised.  Both  were  mild  cases. 

In  the  list  of  Selected  Causes  of  Death,  1945,  it  will  be  noted 
that  one  death  (F)  occurred  from  Diphtheria.  This  was  a  case  of 
Diphtheria  occurring  outside  the  area  in  a  young  woman  (over  21, 
non-immunised)  normally  resident  in  the  area,  the  death  being 
consequently  assigned  to  the  Stafford  R.D.  by  the  Registrar- 
General. 

In  England  and  Wales  in  1945,  25,223  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
notified  and  there  were  720  deaths.  These  were  the  lowest  figures 
ever  recorded.  The  average  annual  figures  for  the  10  years  before 
the  war  were  60,000  cases  and  3,000  deaths. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  there  are  periodic  variations  in 
the  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  it  is  possible  that  a  part 
of  the  reduction  in  Diphtheria  cases  in  the  last  3  years  was  due  to 
such  variation,  but  it  is  considered  to  be  highly  unlikely  that  a 
substantial  reduction  in  England  and  Wales  could  be  expected  at  a 
time  when  Diphtheria  of  a  most  severe  kind  has  been  increasingly 
prevalent  in  Europe.  The  main  factor,  however,  is  undoubtedly 
Diphtheria  Immunisation.  Diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  and 
deaths  has  been  continuous  since  1941  and  has  become  so  pronounced 
that  chance  variations  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  important  con¬ 
tributory  factor. 

At  the  end  of  1944  the  Registrar-General  estimated  that  there 
were  8,714,000  children  under  15  in  England  and  Wales,  and,  of 
these,  nearly  6,000,000  have  been  immunised  against  Diphtheria. 
The  fullest  publicity  has  been,  and  is  still  being,  given  to  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  throughout  the  country  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
the  B.B.C.,  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  newspapers, 
doctors,  teachers,  health  visitors,  etc. 

Of  the  934  deaths  from  Diphtheria  in  1944  nearly  800  of  them 
were  children  under  the  age  of  15.  It  has  been  estimated  that  if 
the  non-immunised  children  had  died  at  the  much  lower  rate 
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suffered  by  the  immunised  children  an  additional  700  or  so  lives 
would  have  been  saved.  It  is  therefore  vital  that  the  number  of 
children  immunised  each  year  should  keep  pace  with  the  number 
of  births.  The  country  cannot  afford  to  lose  these  young  lives. 

It  is  established  that  mortality  from  Diphtheria  is  rare  in  the 
fully  inoculated  child.  The  duration  of  immunity  is  thought  to 
depend  on  the  factor  of  individual  variation  which  cannot  be 
accurately  assessed.  Once  antitoxin  has  been  established  it  may 
easily  be  stimulated  anew,  and  the  practical  application  of  this  is 
the  recommendation  to  administer  one  further  injection  to  the 
previously  immunised  entrant  school  child. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  is  our  powerful  weapon  against  the 
dread  disease  of  Diphtheria,  and  the  campaign  goes  on.  Recent 
figures  for  England  and  Wales  show  that  between  January,  1940, 
and  June,  1945,  there  were  141,600  cases  of  Diphtheria  with  3,635 
deaths  among  non-immunised  children,  while  during  the  same 
period  among  immunised  children  there  were  19,040  cases  of 
Diphtheria  with  142  deaths. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  Treatment  Scheme  in  connection  with  Tuberculosis  is 
administered  by  the  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley 
Joint  Board  for  Tuberculosis.  In  his  report  for  1944  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  stresses  that  the  Public  Health  Service 
is  concerned  with  preventive  measures,  the  most  important  aspect 
of  which  is  housing.  The  danger  of  overcrowded  conditions  in 
houses  where  members  of  the  families  are  suffering  from  open 
Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  cannot  be  stressed  too  strongly.  It  should 
therefore  be  the  aim  of  the  Housing  Department  of  each  local 
authority  to  facilitate  separate  sleeping  accommodation  for  persons 
suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  it  is  gratifying  that 
many  authorities,  appreciating  the  importance  of  such  provision, 
give  this  unfortunate  section  of  the  community  priority  when 
allocating  dwellings.  It  is  hoped  that  in  due  course  all  will  adopt 
the  same  attitude.  The  Medical  Officer  reveals  that  the  1944 
survey  of  sleeping  accommodation  in  the  county  was  far  from 
satisfactory  ;  of  the  pulmonary  cases  resident  in  the  area  of  the 
Joint  Board  only  47.4%  had  separate  bedrooms,  the  remainder 
sharing  rooms  and  sometimes  beds  with  other  members  of  the 
family.  In  the  county  in  1944,  349  persons  died  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  72  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ;  new  cases 
notified  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  numbered  397  males  and  324 
females,  while  96  males  and  98  females  were  notified  as  suffering 
from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 
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Administrative  County  of  Stafford. 
Tuberculosis  Cases  at  end  of  1944. 


Total  Cases.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

7,718  2,732  2,519  1,295  1,172 

This  shows  1  case  of  Tuberculosis  in  every  100  persons.  At  the 
end  of  December,  1945,  there  was  1  case  of  Tuberculosis  in  every 
123  persons  in  the  Stafford  R.D. 


An  extract  from  the  Tuberculosis  Register  of  the  Stafford 
Rural  District  is  given  below  : — 


Year. 

Pi 

Tul 

ilmonai 

^erculos 

y 

sis. 

Non-Pulmoi 

Tuberculos 

rary 

sis. 

Totai 
and  Nc 
Tul 

Pulmonary 

m-Pulmonary 

Derculosis. 

i 

At  end  of 
December,  1945 
1944 
1943 

M. 

45 

44 

41 

F. 

30 

28 

28 

Total 

75 

72 

69 

M. 

21 

17 

14 

F. 

23 

24 

23 

Total 

44 

41 

37 

M. 

66 

61 

55 

F. 

53 

52 

51 

Total 

119 

113 

106 

The  following  table  is  given  shewing  the  10  Rural  Districts  in 
the  County,  giving  Birth-Rates,  Death-Rates,  Incidence  of  In¬ 
fectious  Diseases,  etc.,  in  1944. 
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The  following  table  is  given  showing  the  10  Rural  Districts  in  the  County,  giving  Birth-Rates,  Death-Rates, 
Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases,  etc.,  in  1944. 
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Vital  Statistics.— England  and  Wales. 

The  provisional  rates  for  1945  give  a  Birth-Rate  of  16.1  per 
1,000.  This  is  1.4  below  the  high  level  of  1944  and  0.1  below  the 
rate  for  1943.  Infant  Mortality  was  46  per  1,000  live  births  and  was 
1  per  1,000  above  the  low  record  of  1944.  The  general  Death-Rate 
at  11.4  per  1,000  was  0.2  below  that  of  1944  and  was  the  same 
as  that  for  1930,  which  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  The  Marriage- 
Rate  was  18.6  and  was  4.3  above  that  of  1944.  The  natural  increase 
— excess  of  live  births  over  deaths — was  197,628,  the  value  for 

1944  being  252,667  and  the  average  of  1939-43  being  110,538. 

In  1900  there  were  1,750,000  persons  over  65  years  of  age  in 
Great  Britain.  By  1937  this  figure  had  increased  to  over  3,750,000 
and  by  1951  it  is  expected  to  be  5,500,000,  i.e.,  11 J  per  cent,  of 
the  total  population.  * 

The  trend  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  war  years  has 
shewn  no  very  marked  deviations  from  the  average,  though  the 
returns  for  the  last  2  years  (1944  and  1945)  suggest  that  infectious 
diseases  in  general  were  less  prevalent  than  in  the  earher  war  years. 
Only  2  diseases — Diphtheria  and  Dysentery — have  undergone  a 
notable  change  in  incidence  and  their  trends  have  been  in  opposite 
directions.  The  notifications  of  Diphtheria  numbered  25,223  in 

1945  ;  this  was  a  record  low  level,  being  only  J  of  the  number 
recorded  in  the  early  war  years.  Dysentery  has  steadily  and  rapidly 
increased  during  the  war  and  the  16,533  notifications  in  1945  were 
six  times  greater  than  the  total  for  1940.  Measles  has  been  a  notifiable 
disease  only  since  the  beginning  of  the  last  war  and  during  this 
period  it  has  exhibited  a  biennial  periodicity. 

Infectious  Diseases. — England  and  Wales. 


1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

Scarlet  Fever 

74,392 

93,801 

116,217 

84,932 

59,111 

65,573 

Whooping  Cough 

62,022 

93,107 

95,859 

65,563 

171,406 

53,403 

Diphtheria 

25,223 

29,446 

35,944 

42,318 

51,091 

46,683 

Measles . 

443,002 

117,437 

374,198 

285,300 

406,507 

407,908 

Acute  Pneumonia 

34,059 

38,175 

52,225 

42,487 

50,514 

47,712 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

2,691 

2,883 

3,380 

6,089 

1U17„ 

12,791 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

Typhoid  Fevers 

679 

536 

707 

887 

4,703 

2,824 

Dysentery 

16,533 

10,150 

7,772 

7,177 

6,597 

2,843 

A  continuous  decrease  in  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  has  been  noted 
every  year  since  the  large  outbreak  at  the  beginniug  of  the  war  ; 
the  incidence  has,  apparently,  settled  to  an  endemic  level  of  twice 
the  pre-war  figure. 

The  past  10  years  has  shewn  a  gradual  and  sustained  rise  in 
the  notifications  of  Dysentery  ;  for  every  1  notification  10  years 
ago  there  are  now  12.  Probably  the  figure  is  much  below  the  true 
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incidence.  The  overwhelming  majority  of  the  cases  are  due  to  the* 
Sonne  organism  which  rarely  causes  death  and  is  not  infrequently 
a  very  mild  disease  causing  little  upset.  Dysentery  is  spread  by 
bowel  discharges  and  in  no  other  way  ;  the  prevention  of  the  disease 
therefore  lies  in  the  maintenance  of  a  high  degree  of  personal 
hygiene. 


1945  Items  of  General  Interest. 

i 

In  March,  1945,  a  White  Paper  was  issued  stating  the  objectives 
of  the  Government's  Housing  Policy  and  the  organisation  for 
carrying  it  into  effect.  The  Government’s  short-term,  objectives- 
were  stated  to  be  : 

(1)  To  afford  a  separate  dwelling  for  every  family  desiring  to 
have  one  (estimated  at  f  million  houses). 

(2) .  To  provide  for  the  rapid  completion  of  the  Slum  Clearance 
and  Overcrowding  programmes  which  were  in  course  of  execution 
before  the  war  (for  this  it  was  estimated  J  million  houses  were 
needed). 

The  Water  Act,  1945,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st 
October,  1945,  is  a  comprehensive  measure,  the  Minister  of  Health 
being  given  the  specified  duty  of  promoting  the  conservation  and 
proper  use  of  water  supplies  in  England  and  Wales  and  of  securing 
the  effective  execution  by  water  undertakers  under  his  control  and 
direction  of  a  national  policy  relating  to  water. 

Another  Act  of  interest  was  the  Local  Authorities  Loans 
Act,  1945,  the  main  purpose  of  which  is  to  secure  that  capital 
expenditure  of  local  authorities  in  the  early  post-war  years  shall  be 
financed  in  a  manner  as  orderly  and  cheaply  as  possible.  The  act 
accordingly  provides  that,  subject  to  certain  exceptions  for  special 
types  of  borrowing,  all  local  authorities  must  in  future  borrow  only 
from  the  Public  Works  Loans  Commissioners.  During  1944-45  the 
estimated  product  of  a  penny  general  rate  in  England  and  Wales 
was  £1,207,995,  the  estimated  average  rate  in  the  pound  levied  in 
all  rating  areas  in  England  and  Wales  being  13s.  9d. 

At  the  end  of  1944  there  were  1,941  Ante-Natal  Clinics  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  76%  of  the  mothers  who  had  babies  during 
the  year  had  attended  these  clinics  or  received  ante-natal  care 
through  Welfare  Authorities’  arrangements  with  private  practi¬ 
tioners.  The  number  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres  was  3,932,  and  71%, 
of  all  registered  live  births  attended  these  centres. 

The  care  given  to  mothers  and  children  is,  of  course,  the 
foundation  of  the  future  life  and  strength  of  the  nation.  The  policy 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  in  consultation  with  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
of  making  special  allowances  of  milk  and  protective  foods  to  mothers 
and  young  children  was  continued  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  in  an  effort  to  secure  first-hand  information 
on  the  trend  of  population  in  this  country,  a  voluntary  sample 
census  of  about  1,600,000  married  women  was  taken  on  behalf  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Population.  In  addition  to  securing 
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information  about  the  trend  of  population  it  is  hoped  that  the 
information  obtained  will  enable  the  Royal  Commission  to  advise 
the  Government  on  such  subjects  as  family  allowances,  education 
and  housing. .  The  main  fact  is  the  fall  in  the  average  size  of  family, 
which  began  in  the  1870's.  Prior  to  this  5 — 10  children  in  the 
family  was  the  usual  occurrence.  By  the  1930's  the  average  number 
of  children  per  family  was  down  to  2.  An  average  of  well  above  2  is 
necessary  if  the  population  is  to  be  maintained.  In  the  10  years, 
1900 — 1909,  the  average  number  of  children  born  each  year  in 
Great  Britain  was  1,064,000  ;  in  each  10-year  period  thereafter  the 
number  fell,  and  by  the  decade  1930-39  it  was  down  to  an  average 
of  701,000  a  year.  This  fall  in  the  total  number  of  births  is  pro¬ 
foundly  changing  the  age  distribution  of  the  population,  and  this 
in  turn  has  important  consequences  and  carries  important  impli¬ 
cations  for  the  future.  In  1919  Great  Britain  had  approximately 
16,000,000  persons  under  20  ;  in  1939  there  were  only  14,000,000. 
By  1939  the  people  aged  20  were  fewer  than  those  aged  20  to  40. 
It  is  certain,  therefore,  that  there  will  be  fewer  people  between 
20  and  40  in  1959  than  there  was  in  1939.  Thus,  as  a  result  of  the 
past  history  of  births,  the  population  in  recent  years  has  contained 
a  high  proportion  of  people  between  20  and  40.  This  has  helped 
to  keep  up  the  number  of  births  and  keep  down  the  number  of 
deaths,  since  these  are  the  main  child-bearing  ages  and  the  ages 
with  low  death-rates.  On  the  other  hand,  the  people  now  over  60 
are  relatively  few  in  numbers,  since  they  are  the  survivors  of  the 
children  born  before  1885,  when  the  number  born  each  year  was 
smaller  than  it  afterwards  became.  As  time  goes  on  the  number 
over  60  will  be  increased  by  the  entry  of  the  large  numbers  of 
people  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  as  a  result  deaths  will  tend  to 
increase.  At  the  same  time  the  smaller  numbers  now  growing  up 
will  move  into  the  child-bearing  ages,  and  the  number  of  births 
will  therefore  tend  to  fall.  Thus,  in  future,  as  the  age  composition 
becomes  less  favourable,  the  margin  of  births  over  deaths  will  tend 
to  fall  further  ;  and  if  the  average  size  of  family  were  to  remain 
as  it  was  before  the  war  a  time  would  inevitably  come  when  there 

would  be  more  deaths  than  births. 

/ 

The  figures  for  the  war  years  introduce  a  complication.  The 
number  of  births  registered  in  Great  Britain  in  1939  was  706,000. 
It  dropped  to  693,000  in  1940  and  to  669,000  in  1941.  Then  followed 
a  striking  rise  to  745,000  in  1942,  778,000  in  1943  and  841,000  in 
1944.  This  movement  sharply  contrasts  with  the  1914-18  war  when 
the  number  of  births,  and  Birth-Rates,  fell  continuously  throughout 
the  war  years  and  only  rose  for  a  short  period  (1919-20)  after  the 
war  before  resuming  the  downward  trend.  If  such  trends  continue 
the  ultimate  threat  of  a  gradual  fading  out  of  the  British  people 
is  obvious  ;  though  such  a  threat  is  remote  at  present  it  is  real  and 
constitutes  a  grave  problem.  There  is  no  evidence  to  suggest  that 
the  cause  of  the  fall  in  the  average  size  of  family  is  due  to  any 
Biological  failure  or  to  any  increase  in  the  physiological  causes  of 
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sterility.  The  generally  accepted  view  is  that  the  immediate  cause 
in  the  fall  of  the  Birth-Rate  is  the  widespread  practice  of  family 
limitation  through  birth  control.  It  is  thought  that,  in  all  probability, 
birth  control  will  spread  and  become  more  effective.  This  means 
that  the  numerical  strength,  even  the  survival,  of  the  nation  depends 
on  individual  decisions  which  men  and  women  make  about  the 
number  of  children  they  will  have.  This,  of  course,  constitutes  a 
tremendous  problem,  and  is  a  new  thing  in  history.  Once  the  report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Population  is  published  an  analysis 
of  the  problem  will  engage  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  report  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1945,  contained  much  of  interest  to  those  concerned  with.  Public 
Health.  It  was  found  possible  to  record  a  year  of  improvement 
in  the  statistics  relating  to  the  state  of  the  Public  Health.  It  is 
pointed  out  that  statistics  relate  only  to  deaths  s.nd  the  Infectious 
Diseases  as  far  as  morbidity  is  concerned.  In  the  year  in  question 
only  4  out  of  every  1,000  civilians  suffered  from  a  notifiable  disease, 
yet  from  special  inquiries  undertaken  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
apparently  during  an  average  quarter  of  the  year  6  out  of  every 
10  civilians  of  working  age  suffered  from  an  illness  (not  necessarily 
keeping  them  away  from  work)  or  complained  of  a  minor  ailment 
of  some  kind.  The  Wartime  Social  Survey’s  “  Survey  of  Sickness  ” 
is  said  to  give  a  far  clearer  index  of  the  prevalence  of  illness  than 
was  available  formerly  when  information  from  Approved  Societies 
was  our  only  source  of  information.  Nevertheless,  there 
has  been  a  gratifying  improvement  in  the  Vital  Statistics  in  the 
last  4  years  in  spite  of  all  the  hardships  and  shortages  borne  by 
the  people,  and  the  nutritional  state  of  the  people  has  been  well 
maintained. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

The  table  following  gives  a  resume  of  the  Sanitary  Services 
provided  in  the  area  during  1945. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA.— SUMMARY  OF  VISITS. 

Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,232 

These  Inspections  were  for  the  following  purposes  : — 

(a)  Hobhouse  Survey  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  142 

(b)  Inspection  of  Houses  for  defects  other  than  in 

Hobhouse  Survey  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  149 

(c)  Re-inspections  of  Houses  .  .  .  .  . .  20 

(d)  Inspections  of  Temporary  Dwellings  .  .  11 

(e)  Overcrowding  and  Inadequate  Accom¬ 

modation  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  632 

(/)  Certificates  of  Essentiality  (Ministry  of 

Health  Circular  2871)  . .  .  .  .  .  14 

(g)  Building  Licences  for  House  Repair  . .  71 

(h)  Council  House  Management  .  .  .  .  .  .  193 


1,232 

102 

63 

32 

42 

18 

58 

46 

109 

36 

36 

2 

27 

97 

5 

26 

8 

79 

38 

15 

145 


2,216 


NOTICES  SERVED  : 

Informal  Notices  and  Letters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  129 

Statutory  Notices  to  Remedy  Nuisances.  .  .  .  .  .  12 

(3  of  these  Statutory  Notices  were  complied  with  during 
1945  and  the  other  9  early  in  1946,  following  notification  in 
each  case  of  intention  to  adopt  court  procedure.) 
Compliance  with  Notices  : 

(a)  No.  of  Nuisances  Remedied  (other  than  in  ( b )  below)  47 

(b)  No.  of  Defective  Dwellings  rendered  Fit  (Informal 

and  Statutory  Action) .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  54 
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Inspection  of  Premises  for  Nuisances 
Visits  re  Food  Supply — Meat 
Ditto  ditto  other  Foods 

Drainage  Inspections  .  .* 

New  Drains  Laid 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

Infectious  Diseases 

Visits  re  Water  Supply 

Samples  of  Water  taken — Chemical 

Ditto  ditto  Bacteriological 

Samples  of  Sewage  Effluents  taken 

Salvage 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Bakehouses 

Knacker's  Yards 

Petroleum  Stores 

Rat  Infestations 

Fumigations 

Schools — Water  Supply  and  Milk  Supply 
Miscellaneous  visits 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


It  will  be  seen  that  approximately  half  of  the  houses  in  the 
Rural  District  have  a  piped  supply.  The  remainder  rely  on  supplies 
from  shallow  wells,  and,  in  some  cases,  deep  wells  and  springs. 
The  quality  and  quantity  of  supply  from  these  shallow  wells  and 
springs  are  frequently  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  table  which  follows  shows  the  results  of  samples  of  drinking 
water  taken  during  the  year. 


No.  of  samples  taken 

Results 

for  Bacteriological 

Examination  and 

Chemical  Analysis 

Fit. 

Unfit. 

Wells 

13 

2 

11 

Springs 

6 

3 

3 

Mains  Supplies  : 

(a)  Public 

2 

1 

2  * 

(b)  Private 

2 

2 

- — 

Boreholes  .  . 

12 

10 

2: 

Abyssinian  Tube 

Well 

1 

1 

— 

36 

19 

17 

*  The  supply  was  contaminated  in  this  case  through  a  defective 
private  storage  tank — this  was  afterwards  remedied. 


Western  Area  Water  Scheme. — The  year  under  consideration 
was  marked  in  a  pleasing  way  by  permission  being  given  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  the  first  part  of  this  scheme  to  be  proceded 
with.  The  necessary  preparatory  work  was  immediately  put  in  hand 
and  during  the  first  few  days  of  1946  the  successful  tenderer  had 
commenced  operations  in  the  laying  of  9-in.  and  5-in.  mains  from  the 
Hollies  Boreholes  to  the  Gnosall  village  and  the  erection  of  pump¬ 
house,  etc.  This  section  of  the  scheme  is  the  “  trunk  ”  of  the  whole 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  remainder  of  the  scheme  will  be  allowed 
to  proceed  with  the  least  delay. 

The  table  following  shows  the  properties  which  would  be  in  a 
position  to  take  advantage  of  the  scheme  : — 

/ 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

There  are  540  houses  in  the  Rural  District  served  by  the  9' 
Public  Sewerage  systems  of  any  size  which  are  in  the  villages  of 
Walton,  Castle  Church,  Church  Eaton,  Colwich,  Creswell,  Gnosall, 
Weston  and  Norbury. 

Water  closets  are  provided  at  almost  all  those  houses  served 
by  public  sewers  and  sewage  works,  but  in  the  thinly  populated 
part  of  the  district  most  houses  are  provided  with  pail  or  earth 
closets.  The  following  table  gives  estimated  figures  for  the  whole 
area  : — 

Water  closets  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,635 

Pail  closets  .  .  . .  .  .  1,097 

Earth  closets  .  .  .  .  .  .  538 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  houses  in  the  area  are  separately 
drained  to  either  small  private  cesspools  or  septic  tanks  with 
so-called  soakaways.  Many  of  these  chambers  and  tanks  are  built 
in  ground  which  is  of  clay  and  water-logged  or  which  has  become 
sewage-soaked,  and  complaints  are  frequently  received.  In  many 
cases  there  is  no  real  remedy  other  than  the  provision  of  public 
sewer  and  sewerage  works. 

Walton,  Milford  and  Brocton  Sewerage. — It  is  a  matter  for 
regret  that  little,  if  any,  progress  has  been  made  towards  the 
installation  of  what  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  most  urgent  and  essential 
scheme  of  sewerage  for  these  villages.  Although  it  is  a  fact  it  is  no 
recompence  to  say  that  this  Council  has  done  everything  possible 
during  the  year  to  get  its  scheme  carried  out  at  an  early  date. 

Colwich  Sewerage. — This  area  likewise  suffers  from  its  anti¬ 
quated  and  lack  of  sewerage  and  early  permission  to  proceed  with 
the  Council’s  Scheme  for  sewering  Colwich,  Great  Haywood  and 
Little  Haywood  is  a  public  health  necessity. 

General. — It  should  be  stressed  that  the  sewerage  arrangments 
of  most  of  the  villages  are  in  urgent  need  of  improvement  and  as 
the  Western  Area  Water  Scheme  and  other  Water  Schemes  proceed, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  new  and  modern  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  works  to  the  developed  areas. 

REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION. 

The  number  of  vehicles  used  was  three  refuse  collecting  vehicles 
and  one  salvage  collecting  van.  Eight  full-time  men  were  engaged 
in  collection  and  disposal  together  with  two  part-time  men  who 
were  employed  from  time  to  time  in  tidying  up  the  several  tips. 

Regular  service  was  provided  to  1,917  houses  in  the  parishes 
in  which  the  Council  undertook  the  collection  of  house  refuse. 
These  parishes  were  Brocton,  Berkswich,  Castle  Church  (including 
Hyde  Lea),  Seighford,  Colwich,  Stowe  (part  of),  Haughton,  Creswell, 
Gnosall,  Moreton,  Weston,  and  part  of  Hopton.  In  addition,  a 
regular  collection  was  made  from  Village  Refuse  Pits  at  Salt, 
Hopton  and  Tixall. 

The  method  of  disposal  {i.e.,  by  tipping)  and  the  control  of 
the  many  tips  throughout  the  area  was  satisfactory  having  regard 
to  the  difficulties  of  rural  administration. 

Particulars  and  weights  of  salvage  materials  collected  during 
the  year  are  given  below,  together  with  the  returns  for  the  preceding 
year  (1944). 
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HOUSING. 


New  houses  erected  during  1945  : — 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  .  .  . .  .  .  Nil. 

(b)  by  Private  Enterprise  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  247 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  275 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

heading  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  142 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  163 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  42 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation)  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  56 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

i 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  its  Officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(&)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  : — 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  .  9 

(These  were  all  remedied  early  in  1946  by  the  Owner) 

Hobhouse  Survey. — During  the  year  142  dwellings  were  in¬ 
spected  in  the  parishes  of  Seighford,  Stowe,  and  Colwich  and  they 
were  classified  as  follows  : — 

Category  1 — Houses  satisfactory  in  all  respects.  .  .  .  56 

Category  2 — Minor  Defects  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Category  3 — Requiring  Repair,  structural  alteration  or 

improvement  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Category  4 — Appropriate  for  Reconditioning  .  .  .  .  12 

Category  5 — Unfit  for  Habitation  and  beyond  repair  at 

reasonable  cost  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  42 
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Repair  of  Dwellings  by  Licence,  etc. 

It  is  well  known  that  during  the  year,  in  order  to  reserve- 
materials  and  labour  for  essential  work,  building  work  of  any  extent 
was  allowed  only  by  licence.  Up  to  1st  August,  1945,  work  up  to 
£100  in  value  was  free  of  licence  but  after  that  date  a  licence  was 
necessary  for  all  work  over  £10  in  value.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  during  the  year  certificates  were  issued  by  this  department 
to  the  effect  that  repairs  were  essential  to  18  houses  in  the  area 
and  that  from  the  1st  August  {i.e.,  the  date  of  operation  of  the  £10 
limit)  to  31st  December,  1945,  a  total  of  97  building  licences  were 
issued  by  the  department,  of  which  66  were  for  repairs  to  dwellings. 
In  addition,  one  maintenance  licence  was  issued  to  cover  day  to 
day  work  on  a  large  Estate,  which  licence,  by  arrangement  with 
the  Ministry  of  Works,  also  covered  repair  work  at  the  Estate  in 
three  neighbouring  rural  districts. 

HOUSING  SHORTAGE  IN  THE  AREA. 

A  comprehensive  and  valuable  survey  (known  as  “  Survey  A”) 
of  the  housing  accommodation  in  the  area  was  completed  during 
the  year.  It  should  be  recorded  that  a  large  part  of  this  work  was 
completed  by  the  staff  of  the  department  in  their  spare  time,  which 
voluntary  work  has  been  appreciated.  Extracts  from  the  report 
of  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  dated  8th  February,  1946, 
are  given  below. 


HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  Public  Health  Department  submits  for  your  consideration  an  interim' 
report  on  the  housing  accommodation  in  the  Council’s  area. 

The  report  has  been  prepared  in  order  to  give  the  Council  and  its  officers 
concrete  information  as  to  the  degree  and  location  of  house  shortage  in  the 
district,  so  far  as  “  existing  and  established  ”  rural  residents  are  concerned.. 
The  information  has  been  obtained  from  the  postal  survey  which  the  Com¬ 
mittee  approved  should  be  carried  out  and  from  the  general  knowledge  and 
experience  the  Department  has  of  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions. 

The  figures  given  in  the  Tables  contained  in  this  report  show  exclusively 
that  a  great  and  serious  shortage  of  accommodation  exists  in  the  Rural 
District.  They  also  prove  that  the  great  task  of  housing  the  necessitous  cases 
cannot  possibly  be  carried  out  in  quick  time  by  relying  solely  on  the  Council’s 
Permanent  Housing  Programme.  This  will  at  once  be  realised  by  a  glance- 
at  the  following  summary  of  the  conditions  in  the  area. 


No.  of  Overcrowding  Cases  in  the  District 

No.  of  Families  living  unsatisfactorily  in  Rooms 

No.  of  Members  of  H.M.  Forces  requiring  dwellings  immediately 
or  in  near  future 

Total 


33 

70 

192 

295 


Table  I  which  follows  shows  in  a  simple  way  the  degree  of  house  shortage- 
for  each  Parish.  It  is  submitted  that  the  figures  obtained  will  further  the 
case  for  erecting  a  majority  of  dwellings  in  Gnosall  where  all  services  already 
exist. 
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Tables  II  and  III  give  detailed  information  on  various  matters  of  im¬ 
port. 

Full  particulars  of  all  cases  to  which  the  Tables  refer  are  recorded  at 
this  office. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  make  the  report  as  complete  as  possible 
but  it  will  be  appreciated  and  particularly  noted  that  : — 

(a)  Additional  cases  of  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  continually 

come  to  the  notice  of  the  Department. 

(b)  In  addition  to  the  figures  given  in  the  above  Table,  an  appreciable 

number  of  new  houses  will  require  to  be  erected  for  the  re-housing 
of  families  now  living«in  dwellings  unfit  for  habitation,  and  from  our 
present  knowledge  this  figure  is  approximately  400. 


Table  I. 


District. 

No.  of 
forms 
sent 
out  in 
'  Postal 
Survey 

No.  re¬ 
turned 

%  age 

return¬ 

ed 

No.  of 

over¬ 

crowd¬ 

ing 

cases 

Dwellings 

unsatis¬ 

factorily 

housing 

more 

than  one 
family 

Dwell¬ 

ings 

re¬ 

quired 

by 

H.M.F. 

Totals 

Adbaston  .  . 

84 

67 

80 

3 

4 

3 

10 

Bishops  Offley  .  . 

35 

33 

94 

1 

• — 

1 

Milford 

95 

80 

84 

4 

2 

6 

Walton 

213 

173 

81 

— 

11 

8 

19 

Bradley 

35 

27 

77 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Brocton 

185 

165 

89 

1 

— 

9 

10 

Castle  Church  .  . 

171 

142 

83 

— 

4 

6 

10 

Church  Eaton  .  . 

139 

118 

85 

2 

4 

6 

12 

Colwich 

375 

347 

92 

4 

3 

30 

37 

Creswell 

80 

'71 

89 

— 

3 

6 

9 

Ellenhall  .  . 

35 

30 

86 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Eorton 

105 

85 

‘  81 

2 

O 

4 

8 

Eradswell 

19 

17 

89 

1 

— 

2 

3 

Gay  ton 

32 

26 

81 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Gnosall 

290 

256 

89 

11 

33 

44 

Knightley  .  . 

67 

60 

90 

1 

8 

9 

Moreton 

97 

82 

85 

1 

2 

7 

10 

Haughton  .  . 

109 

87 

79 

1 

1 

4 

6 

High  Offley 

155 

135 

83 

3 

5 

12 

20 

Hopton  &  Coton 

47 

36 

77 

1 

3 

9 

13 

Ingestre 

33 

24 

72 

— • 

1 

1 

2 

Marston 

12 

12 

100 

— 

• — • 

2 

2 

Norbury 

81 

58 

71 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Ranton 

39 

28 

71 

• — ■ 

— 

1 

1 

Salt . 

45 

36 

80 

1 

— 

6 

7 

Enson . 

35 

30 

85 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Seighford  .  . 

172 

113 

70 

2 

1 

7 

10 

Stowe  &  Hixon  .  . 

168 

144 

86 

3 

2 

3 

8 

Tixall 

60 

19 

31 

- - 

2 

1 

3 

Weston 

110 

71 

64 

4 

2 

8 

14 

Whitgreave 

32 

12 

37 

1 

• — 

1 

2 

Totals  .  . 

3,155 

2,584 

81% 

33 

70 

192 

295 

32 


Table  II. — Details. 


* 


Dsellings  required  by  Members  of  H.M.  Forces — Degree  of  Urgency. 


Parish  or  District. 

No.  of 
dwellings 
required. 

No.  of  H.M.F. 
Members  already 
demobilised  and 
immediately 
requiring  house. 

No.  to  be 
demobilised 
and  in  Group  No.  : 

up  to 
30 

30 — 
40 

Over 

40 

Adbaston . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Bishops  Offley 

— 

— 

_ _ 

- 

Milford  . 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Walton  . 

8 

3 

2 

3 

Bradley  . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

_ _ 

Brocton . 

9 

3 

2 

2 

2 

Castle  Church  .  . 

6 

3 

2 

1 

Church  Eaton 

6 

2 

2 

2 

. 

Colwich  . 

30 

12 

14 

3 

1 

'Creswell . 

6 

3 

1 

2 

Ellenhall . 

— 

— 

_ 

Forton  . 

4 

■ — 

2 

2 

Fradswell . 

2 

1 

1 

sGayton  . 

3 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

Gnosall  . 

33 

15 

6 

3 

9 

Knightley 

8 

2 

3 

2 

1 

Moreton . 

7 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Haughton 

4 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

High  Offley 

12 

4 

4 

2 

2 

Hopton  and  Coton  .  . 

9 

5 

3 

— 

1 

Ingestre . 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

— 

Marston . 

2 

— 

1 

1 

- 

Norburv . 

6 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Ranton  . 

1 

— 

1 

. 

Salt . 

6 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Enson  . 

1 

1 

. 

. 

Seighford 

7 

1 

3 

O 

J-U 

1 

Stowe  and  Hixon 

3 

— 

2 

- 

1 

Tixall  . 

1 

— 

___ 

1 

Weston  . 

8  1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Whitgreave 

8 

4 

- 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

192 

. 

71 

61 

32 

28 

While  the  cases  shown  in  Table  I  are  all  necessitous  ones  we  have  con¬ 
sidered  it  useful  to  show  separately,  and  to  record  separately  in  the  office, 
those  cases  which  are  exceptionally  serious  or  of  extreme  urgency,  and 
Table  III  below  gives  the  total,  location  and  reference  numbers  of  these. 
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Table  III. 


Particularly  Serious  and  Urgent  Cases. 


Parish  or  District. 

A 

Over¬ 

crowding. 

B 

Family 

Over¬ 

crowding. 

C 

(H.M.F.) 

Church  Eaton 

1 

, 

_ 

Colwich  .  . 

4 

2 

— 

Forton 

1 

— 

— 

Gayton 

— 

— 

1 

Gnosall 

— 

3 

6 

Knightley 

— 

— 

2 

Moreton  .  . 

— 

1 

— 

Haughton 

1 

— 

1 

High  Offley 

— 

1 

— 

Hopton  and  Coton 

1 

' — 

2 

Ingestre  .  . 

— 

1 

— 

Hixon  and  Stowe 

2 

1 

— 

Enson 

1 

— 

— 

Weston 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

13 

9 

12 

The  provision  of  an  adequate  number  of  dwellings  cannot,  therefore, 
be  made  by  Permanent  House  Building  only  and  full  consideration  should! 
be  given  to  the  possible  use  of  satisfactory  vacant  hutments  as  temporary 
dwellings,  or  the  use  of  other  satisfactory  temporary  dwellings. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

The  Council  by  delegated  powers  from  the  County  Council,  is 
the  responsible  Authority  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

During  the  year  15  infestations  of  rats  were  recorded  as 
follows  : — 

Refuse  Tips  . .  . .  7 

Sewage  Works  .  .  . .  1 

Private  Premises  .  .  .  .  7 

These  were  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  department  and  the 
Staffordshire  War  Agricultural  Committee  who  have  a  contract 
with  the  Council  to  disinfest  the  7  refuse  tips.  Two  other  complaints 
were  referred  to  them  for  their  action. 

The  Sewage  Works,  which  in  the  previous  year  were  treated 
by  the  W.A.E.C.,  are  now  receiving  attention  from  this  department. 

Baiting  of  the  public  sewers  in  the  area  was  carried  out  during 
the  year  on  the  lines  indicated  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the 
results  showed  the  sewers  to  be  void  of  rats.  A  simultaneous  treat¬ 
ment  was  made  at  the  sewage  works  when  the  Gnosall  sewerage 
system  was  baited.  A  minor  infestation  was  found  to  exist  at  the 
works  and  this  was  treated. 

It  should  be  added  that  the  W.A.E.C.  are  responsible  for  the 
infestations  occurring  on  agricultural  property  and  their  work  in 
abating  the  rodent  menace  is,  of  course,  additional  to  that  of  this 
department  as  described  above. 
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The  above  animals  were  killed  and  examined  at  a  Casualty  Slaughterhouse  in  the  area,  which  is  the  reason  for  the  high 
percentage  of  Beef  condemned. 


Weight  of  Meat  (excluding  Horses)  Condemned  due  to  : — 

(a)  Tuberculosis  . .  . .  . .  4,600  lbs. 

(b)  Other  Diseases  or  Conditions  . .  23,350  lbs. 

-  27,950  lbs. 

Weight  of  Horseflesh  Condemned  . .  4,325  lbs. 

Weight  of  other  Foods  Condemned  : — 

(a)  Tinned  Foods  . .  . .  . .  195  lbs. 

(b)  Other  miscellaneous  Foods  ..  1,205  lbs. 

-  1,400  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  Food  Condemned  33,675  lbs. 


A.  THOMSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

G.  M.  LAWTON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.. 
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